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Ps > (2) 
SERBH EBB 8 
1 4 = the 1 "4 7 F Ea * 
+ GALAT, iv, part of the 18th Vale. . 
Ii is good to be tealouſly Heltel always in + good thing. 
B 1 this Chapter, St. Paul expoſtulates with the Galatians 


chat chey were ſo much degenerated from the true Spirit 
of Chriſtian Liberty, as to ſeem deſirous of the Jewiſh 
 - Yoke; from which the Precious Blood of Chriſt had ſet the 
| Fews free, certainly therefore the Gentiles; the Apoſtle hint- 
| ſelf by his Doctrine, having fully taught them the extent, 
and uſe of that Freedome, - -. _- 1 5 

Of which dangerous Error, he diſcovers the cauſe in the 


| 

, . 37th verſe. 1 nat, ſays he. that ther are ctept in among 's 
; you deceitful Teachers? Men, who pretend to be as zelous 20 
4 


for you, as we the true Miniſters of Chriſt, can be? yet you 
ought to judge of them, not by the heat of theit Zele, but ry 
| by its effects. They Zelouſly, ſays he, affect you, but not 55 
well, For they would exclude you, or us, as ſome Copies have 
= it: You from the true Faith: Us, from being true Apoſtle, 8 
f But Schiſm, and Separation, mens unjuſt Excluding them, 
ſelves, or others out of the Church, are always works ofa 1. 


falſe Zele, never ſigns of a true, Wherefore, ſays he, be- us 


| ware of them: their Zele is the moe to be ſuſpected, for be- 
ing fo voilent : For though it be good to be Zelouſly affected WP" 
»Iways, yet it ſhould be only in 4 good thing, | | . 
My Text, you ſee, confilt of Two Parts be 
"Furſt, a juſt Commendition of true, Religious Zele: and P 
that, in the utmoſt extent of it; Ir good to be Zelouſly, I 
Zelouſly affected always. 3 ee bee 
Secondly, the due Limitation of ſuch Zele, ſo as it may at 


deſer ve that Commendation : It ſhould be in 2 good thing. bi 
The ſubſtance of both is, That true Zele is a moſt excellent © 
Grace: but that the truth of it is to be eſteem d, not ſo much 


by the Height of the Paſſions, of which it is compoſed? as th 
| dy the Goodneſs of the thing which it is employed. 
i : EL ee eee 


(3) | 
Inn treating of this Doctrine, it will be needfat frets 
2 Mamine, - Firſt, what is the Name, and Nature, and Caufes of 
true Tele? That o we may prove it to be a * ur to by 5 
Zelouſiy affected. 10 BY. 
g. Secondly, what ave - the Bounds: and Extremes, wk the . 
Speer and Remedies of Z ele? that fo we ma race, 
and conkine it to is proper Work, wie is," to ve Zee 4 


- 7 ve: es 
it good thing. 4 27 * 

hof hes Two particulars, H now, y the Grace of Gl, 
ae Noe hall make a right Uſe, and Improvement; the ofe 'W! ; 


+ [excite in us the molt fincere, moſt ardent AﬀeRtions towards | 

t. God, and the things of God; the other will direct us id the 
: right managing, 2; applying of thoſe Affections: Willich two 

ae are indeed the great Deſign of all true Religion. This ite 


5 ſhould moſt carefully endeavor to know all our Duties tow ards | 

u God, and Man; ſo we ſhould: perform them all, with hat >: 

It unfeigned Integrity, which belongs to Chriſtian Pietyz With . 

„e chat temper, and ſoberiety, which becomes Chriſtian” Pfu- 
dence, and Charity; with that Warmth, and Affection, which - 


be Zeloufly affected always, but only in good theing. 
ps 18. of Zele, th." Ancient * eue . 
us d indifferently in 4 good, or a bad ſenſe; but ſeldome, or 
never in a Religious ſenſe. At beſt it is taken by them to ex- 
J preſi a mans earneſt Deſire and eager Purſuit of ffoms Tem- 
poral Good, and a Grief that others poſſeſs that Good, which 
he wants; eſpecially thoſe who are his equals in other things. 
4 Very frequently with them it ſignifies Emulation, and that 
, I fort of it which is commonly accompanied with Envy, and 
» immoderate Contention. And indeed it were much to be 
y | vViſh'd, that in the Chriſtian Church, which has'advaned the | 
JI word Zele, and applyd it to a Divins meaning, there had not 


þ rather according to the Heathen ſignification of the word than 
„the Chriſtian. | 
In the Scripture, and amongſt Obriſtian: weil! Kb 12 


ln 
n | | * TE too 
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Sum of all the Laws of Chriſt, and his Neon That as we 


agrees with Chriſtian Zele: that is, in other words, We ſhould oY 


bin, in all Ages, too many Chriſtians, who have*bin” zelous a "M 


is uſed in the beſt ſenſe, for what it ſhould be, not What ite 


cao generally is, it then paſſes for a vehement Affection, a 

reſtleſs. Hear, a powerfull Inclination of the Mind, towards 
Heaven, and Heavenly things; chiefly regarding the Divine 
Author of them, and his Glory; and next himſelf, his Truths, 
his Waies, his Rewards: when with earneſt, but harmleſs 
Paſſions, we wiſb, we contrive, we contend for the Honor 


hat 
7 el 


of God, the Belief, the Spreading of his Doctrines, the 


Practice of his Laws, the Flouriſhing of his Religion, the In- 


joy ing of his Promiſes, the Peace, and Proſperity of his 


Church: and when moſt conſtantly, moſt irreconciteably we * 


hate, and oppolethe things, that are contrary to any of theſe. 


So that true Zele ſeems not to be any one fingle Affection 
ol the Soul; as are the other Paſſions, of Love, Deiße, Hope, 
Joy, Greif, Hatred, and the like; but rather it is a ſtrong 
Mixture of many holy, and ſpiritual Affections: rather a 
gracious Conſtitution. of the whole Mind, than any one par- 
ticular Grace: affecting the whole Will, ſwaying all the 


Thoughts of a devout Heart, and filling it with all manner 


of pious Intentions ; all not only un counterfeit, but moſt fer- 


vent. It is an Addition of a double Meaſure, and Force, and f 


Activity to that Religion, which was beſore Sincere, It is to 
à ſpiritual Life, as Health is to a natural: renders that, which 
lelſe would only breath, and move, not only living, but moſt 
. avely, and moſt vigourous. And as in Moral Virtue, there 
13 ſome more perfect Degree; that the Heathen Moraliſts call'd 
Heroic, and even Divine Virtue; which is not it ſelf a diſtinct 
Yarns: but the higheſt pitch, and eminence of all other 
irtues 3 and which, they therefore thought, did make men 
moſt neerly to approach the Nature of God : 80 true Zele may 
5 ſtyled the Heroic, and moſt Divine Degree of all true 

7... .-- 

Such 1s the Name; Such, I bumbly conceive, is, and 
ought to be, the Nature of true Tele: and by this we may 
* at the Uſefulneſs of it. The Uſefulneſs do J ſay? 

Vhy not rather the Neceſſity? In all Chriſtians ſome kind of 
Tele for the Intereſt; and Practice of the true Religion, is not 
only moſt beneficial, but moſt neceſſary, moſt inſeparable 

from its Reality, - WO NS 1 


* ] . 


FEY 03) 
5 This will appear to be certain, if we refle.t on _ ax —_— 
hat are able, and are wont to raiſe Zele in mens Hears, _ 
Lele being the top, and perfection of ſo many Religious Af- | 
f ections for ſome things, againſt others: the Cauſes therefore } 
"Hf it muſt needs be moſt eminent, moſt efficacious in borh ' 
kinds, Theſe axe Good or Evil, both in the higheſt Degree, | 
both in a double Reſpect : either the great, and admirable - 
oodneſs of a thing in it ſelf ; or its extraodinary Goodneſs, 
and Agreeableneſs to us: and either the exceeding Evil of a 
thing in its own Nature, or its Hurtfedeſs and Miſchievouf: 
neſs to Us. | | 
So lovely, fo graceful i is all Goodneſs in it ſelf, that it can 
ſcarce be obſerved by any man, in its native Beauty, without 4 
ſome Emotion in his mind to love, and obtain it. Some 
ecret Charms it has, that are wont to prevail, not onlyalways 
on its Friends, but often on its very Enemies. There is no 
queſtion, but many wicked Men are often touch'd with fome 
nward Reverence for that Goodneſs, which they cannot be 
perſuaded to praiſe, nay which they d ſcem t 


ad deſpiſe. 
— Such is the attractive Force of it, 1n its general content 


ion. But more, when a thing that is infinitely good in it 


0 Self, infinitely better in Nature, greater in Power than we are, 

+ hall freely deſcend down to us, ſhall condeſcend to have te 
A neereſt relation to us, ſhall appear to employ all its high Per- 
- ections cheifly for our. Happineſs, nay ſhall, for that end only, 


ake on it felt our Imperfections: what Goodneſs can be more 
Aimable in general? what more Obliging, more Tender in 
particular than this; what ought to produce in us more in- | 
lam'd Affections, and Zele for it? 
The like may be ſaid on the other fide. Whatever is Eri, 
ind Wicked in it ſelf, it is Imperſect, Uncomely, Deteſtable, 
een in the Judgement of Nature, of Reafon, of Senſe it ſelf; 
nd therefore it cannot but raiſe, in the unprejudic'd Beholders, 
general Averſion from it. But more, if the ſame thing 
hall appear to be peculiarly Evil, or {njurious, or Pernicious e 
> us: that general Averſion will be; and ought 0 turn d 
8 on panicular OY and Zele againſt En 
A3 *, 


<> 


P ( 69 

And now is chere not an 6 Concurrence- of this double th 
Goodneſs in the waies of Religion? Of this Double Evil in all las 
things, that are at Enmity with it? Is not Religion ſo perfectly Yor 
good in it ſelf, its Doctrines, its Commands, its Recompences; Ith 
above all, in its Author that, without the groſſeſt Senſuality, Itb 
we cannot but admire it? Will it not be ſo good, and bene- lat 
kcial to us, if we beleive, and practice it, that, without the f ſq 
molt heinous Ingratitude, we cannot but be moſt zclouſly af-J 
Feed zowards i it? fi 
On the contrary, is not Sin, notwithſtanding all the moſt P 
flattering Colours, and moſt a luring Shapes, it can put on, I b 
when it ſtrives to beguile our weak Senſes; not withſtanding ſc: 
all-the molt ſpecious Diſguiſes, which the Devil, the Father te 
of all Hypocriſy, can beflow upon it; yet is not Sin i in its own m 


Nature, moſt Deficient, moſt Vile, moſt Deformed ? Is it not I b. 


able, as theß do, and will for ever; for ever all Goodneſs will 


moſt Pernicious, to our Nature ? mnſt lojurious to our true In- F 
| tereſt ? moſt DeſtruQive of our Happineſs? Are not the moſt 
wicked Men compell'd to confeſs all this; ſometimes in their 
Proſperity often in their Adverſity ? ſometimes with heir i 
Tongues, often in their Fears, well nigh always in their h 
Conlciences ? 2 AlFthis. is ſo preſpicuous, ſo undeniable, that; f fi 
in a Congregation of Chriſtians, I need not be over-induſtrious|| S 
in the proof of it. ke 
| Theſe then being the perperual Cauſes of Zele ; the greateſt te 
Good, or the greateſt Evil; either abſolutely ſo in themſelves, 1! 
or relatively ſo to us; and; both Kinds of the Good unqueſti-J tc 
onably mceting in Religion; ; both Kinds of the Evil in its Op- 
poſites: it 13 therefore good to be Zelonſly affected for the one, 
againſt che other: 20 be aluays Zelouſly effected: For the ſame 
motives of Lele continuing in the things themſelves unchange- 


be moſt Charming, for ever all Wickedneſs will be moſt 
Odious; the affections therefore, the flaming Love which the 
one, the vehement Hatred which the other, that is, the Zele, 
which they both ſhould ſtir up in our Munde, At. an alſo to be 
lor ever unchangeable. | eck 
Thus far we — oh rm, and even . Thus ir it 
ge to be e e Wh But now 3 to * 
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Iſimulation, or Spiritual Pride. And if the greateſt outward 
Shew of Zele for Religion be put on by Hypocriſ; If the gtea- 


- mY 4 
& 
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as you have heard, of the higheſt Degrees of ſo many A eti- 


ons, the true Zele conſiſting of the greateſt lawtul Degrees, 
the falſe of the greateſt unlawful Degrees of thoſe Affections: 


the right rempering and moderating of all ſuch Affections, 


and all their Degrees, in themſelves ſo ſtrong, in their Objects 
ſo diſterent, muſt needs be a very hard, and a very hazardous 
Work. So it is in any one of all our natural Paſſions. Paſ- 


ſion is the great Mover, and Spring of the Soul: When mens 
Paſſious are ſtrongeſt, they may have great, and noble Effect:: 


but they are then alſo moſt apt to fall into the greateſt Mil- 
carriages. And are not our moſt ſpiritual Affections as liable 
to the like Corruptions? they are in truth, more liable: fo, 
much the more, in that mens ſpiritual Failing are harder ta, 
be repented of, or acknowledg'd for Sins, than. their natural 
Faults, or carnal Vices are. 3 


Moſt certainly the ſtricteſt Porfeſſion of Piety, the ſevereſt 


Appearance Devotion, the moſt Fxtroadinary fervour of Zele 


is moſt praiſe-worthy, moſt- Chriſtian, if undiſſembled, if 


hugbly practis d: But it is not always moſt free from Dif _ 


1 


teſt inward heat of it be not ſweetned by Meekneſs, or not 
tempered with Humility, or not govern'd by Prudenee: can 
it do God any Service? rather it diſhonors Him: can it bring 


to our own Souls any Benefit ? rather it miſcheifs them. + - 


Wherefore it is Prudence, Humility. Gentleneſs, things 


that, at firſt ſighr, ſeem moſt inconſiſtent with all Zele, that Þ# 


are the great Security, the beſt, Guards, "the cheif Ornaments 
of all the moſt Godly Zele. It is Mediocrity, D I 
tegrity, Charity, that are the great Rules, the Standards of 


Goodneſs, of Excellence, nor only in all Human Converſatis_ .. | 
on, not only in all Moral Virtue, but even ia all our mof Þ 
rio Toy 0 ) bs 44 $34 2 5: F 44 * . 


Religious Duties. 


Are not all, or moſt Evangelical Virtues, and Graces in 


danger of Extremes? As there is, God knows, too often. a 


of Defect on the one ſide: ſothere may be an Excels ad the other. 


May not Hope in God, or Godly Sorrow be perverted into 
WY nf 1g © 1 7 ras 
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chatitable Examples. 


26 GELS . 
Preſumption, or Deſpair? May not Faith in God be depraved 
by Infidelity, or by Superſtition? Men may beleive too litle; 


they may beleive too much. May not the Worſhip of God 


be corrupted by Prophanefs, or by Idolatry ? It may be too 
naked for want of Ceremonies ; it may be too pompous by an 


Exceſs of them, Thus the reſt : Thus Religious Zele is ſub- 
ject to an Exceſs, and to a Defect: either When ſomcthing is 


mingled with it, which it ſhould not have; or when it Wants 
ſomething that ought to go along with it. The. Defe& of 
it is Lukewarmneſs, or Coldnef? in Religion: the Exceſs is 
inordinate Heat, and Spiritual Fury. It is very natural for 
Men, very eaſy for Chriſtians to offend in one of theſe: moſt 


natural for all ſenſual Men to fall into the Deffect; very eaſy 


for many well-meaning Chriſtian to run themſelves, tor ill- 


meaning Hypocrites to thurſt others into the Exceſs of it. And 


it is the chief Employment, the beſt Fruit of that Wiſdom, 
which teacheth Men to be wiſe to Salvation to find our, and 


to follow the ſober, remperate, midle Way between them 


both, 0 | 

Be pleas d then, to this purpoſe, that we proceed to the 
Second Head of my Diſcourſe ; to examine, what are the due 
Degrees, and undue Extremes? what the juſt Limits? and ill 


. 


\ Excurſions of Tele? and that we firſt begin with the Exceſs of 


if. | | 15 
- This indeed is a Subject, of which it is hard to ſpeak with- 
out Satyrical Sharpneſs, and particular Reflections on many 
Perſons, and Societies, and even Churches of Chriftians : fo 


ill have been the Deſigns, ſo lamentable the Effects of in- 


temperate Zele in all Chriſtendome, eſpecially in out own 


Time, and Country. Yet let us try to conſider this tender 


Argument, ſo, as not our Selves to fall into an Extravagance 
of Zele, whileſt we condemn ſuch Exceſſes. So the Meck- 
neſs of Chriſtianity reaches all Chriſtian, ro deal with errone- 
oofly· zelous Chriſtians; to pity, not revile, the Perſons, whileſt 


we reprove their Errors; to convince their contentiors, and 


outragious Zele, by the moſt Religious, and in truth, the 
moſt Powerful Confutation of a milder Practiſe, and more 


The 


/ 


ts 


the Head; or by the Work of it in the Heart. 
may ſafely conclude, that to be the only true Zele. 


_ . Firſt, That which is guided by a good Light in the Head. 
; Secondly, That, which conſiſts of good and innocent Ai- 


fections in the Heart, 
Thirdly, That which employs the Head, and the Heart 4 


bout good things, and thoſe only. 
Firſt, we are io inquire, what is the beſt Guid, and Con 
ductor of Tele jn the Head? For that we may cooful our A- 


poſtle in his Epiſtle to the Roman) Brethren, ſays he, Ay 


Hearts defire, and Prayer 10 Ged for Iſrael & that they may | 
be ſaved: For I bear them Record that they bave a Zele for 


God, but not according to Knowledge. Roi. 


10. I. 2. 


In which words two things are obſervable: The apoſtie ol 


Behavior towards his Brethren in the Fleſh, the Iſraelites, who 
were miſtaken in their Zele For God: and his Diſcovery of 
the ground of that Miſtake. 
bitterly the Errors of their Zele ; but rather to bear witneis to 


the good Intentions of that Zele, which they had; and to 


pray heartily to God, that he would direct their ill apply d 

Affections, by a true, heavenly, and ſpiritual Light. 
Such was his mild and gentle Behaviour, though 2 

too, for the Cauſe of Chriſt, towards the miſguided Iſraelites. 


His Diſcdvery of the Error of their Zele, and his Reproof of 


it follows, It is, that it was ot acer ig to Knowledge. 
And as his Behaviour ought to be an Example for our Pra- 
Aice in the like Caſes; fo bis Reproof may afford us the firſt 


moſt certain Rule to io ſtruct our Judgments, in the correct | 


ing of the Erroneous, and directing of the true Zele. 
Behold, I beſeech you. 


cere, and in * but according to Knowlege? Ac- 


The great Sign then, — Charater i in wy Text, . 
diſtinguiſh the true Z-le from the falſe, is Goodneſs: either 
the Gapdnels of the Zele it ſelf; or the Goodnehs of the things 
about which it is concern'd: the latter being here made a 
Proof of the former But beſides, the Goodneis of the Zele it 
ſelf may be diſcern'd ; either by the Light, which directs it in 

And lo we | 


His Behaviour is not to cenſure © 


Thar, in Saint Pauls Opinion is 
Imperfect, or falſe Zele, which is only Hot, and Eager with- 
out Knowledge: that is the right Zele, which is nor only fin- 
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* was - o — — 
— — — —. — = 
- 


T EP 
WD 
5 (10) EE; _ 
According to Knowledge: another manner of Com- 
nion of Zele, than what too commonly goes along with 


it. Are not thoſe Men too often found to be the greateſt, 
and do they not think themſelves to be the trueſt Zelots, who 


are moſt notoriouſly Ignorant ? who make it their Buſineſs, 
their Pride to expre(s their blind Zele, not only without all 
Knowledge, but oftentimes againit all? whereas true Zele 
ſhould always begin with true Knowledge firſt ; and thence 
proceed to an unwearied Paſſion, for what it once knows to be 
worthy of ſuch Paſſion: Falſe Zele always begins with Paſſi- 


on firſt, and there uſually ends; ſeldom, or never goes far- 


tber, than ignorant, and violent Paſſion. 


Our Zele then ſhould be acco ding to Knowledge. And 
what Kind of Knowledge? without all queſtion, Firſt according 
to the true, ſaving, Evangelical Knowledge, 

It ſhould: be according to the Goſpel ; the whole Goſpel: 
not only according to its Truths, bur Precepts : not only ac- 


* cording to its free Grace, but neceſſary Duties: not only ac- 


cording to iis Myſteries, bur alſo its Commandments. It 


ſhould be according to the Original Deſign, Fundamental 


Principles, and Eternal End of the Goſpel : not fo, as to ſet 


any one Doctrine, or Work of it at variance with others; 


which are all admirably conſiſtent amongſt themſelves, and 
apree in a BlefſeJ Harmony: not ſo, as only to contend for 


- ſome temporary Opinions, or factious falſe Inferences from 


the Goſpel ; which rather ſerve to uphold the Credit, and 
ſecular Intereſt of Re'igious Sets, than for the Honour of Re- 


Egion it ſelf. | 1 | 
Thus ſhould our 'Zele be according to the Goſpel, That 


Knowledge, which deſcends from above. But then beſides, 


will do well, if it be alſo accompanied with ſome good, and 
ave Degree of Civil Wiſdom, and Underſtanding, of ſober 
nowledge even of this World, and worldly 3 For 
though all that profeſs the Name of Chriſt, are chiefly in his 


Religion to be directed by a true ſpiritual Light: yer ſuch ear- 
neſt, and ſtrong Motions of che Mind, as commonly attend 
- Religious Zele, will receive no manner of Hindrance, but ra- 
: | 58 rt 8 9 ther 
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(11) : 
ther great Aſſiſtance from the ſabcrdinars Help, and faithful 
Service, and ſteddy Guidance of true natural Light it ſelf. 


\ True Zele —ů is, nor ought to be a ſolitary, melancho- _ | 
ly Grace: as if it were only fit to dwell in mean, dark and 
narrow Minds; ſuch as are utterly unprovided of all. other 


natural, or moral, or ſpiritual Abilities. No. As there is 
ſcarce any one Grace or Gift of God, that ever uſes to go alone: 
But where any one of them enters, atbors will go with it, or 
ſoon follow after ir : So eſpecially ofall Graces, Zele ought ne- 
ver to go alone. In what ever Soul Zele gets the entire Poſ- 
ſeſſion, and keeps it ſingly, wirhout the Society of many 
other Gifts, or to the ſbutring out of any one Virtue ; there it is 
a dangerous Gueſt, there it is an incendiary, But wherever its 
leagued, and joyned in company with many other ſpiritual En- 
dowments,and advantages of uature; with a diſcteet Judgment, 
a cleer Uaderſtanding, a well-order'd Devotion, an exempla- 
y Charity; there it is the ſureſt Defence, the greateſt Beauty 


of true Piety; there it gives the brighteſt Luſtre to Religion, 


This will appear ſtill more evident in my ſecond Particu- 
lar; that recommends to us a ſpecial care of rectifying Zelein 
the Heart: the Hearr, which is the proper Seat of this, as of 
all other practical Virtues, and Graces: from the hears pro- 
eeedi the iſſue of life; Prov. 4. 23. of a pious, as well as of 
a Corporeal Life: by the Motions and Pulſes of the Heart, 
the Temper of our ſpititual, as well as a dern State may be 

judg d. 
1 in the Heart Zele ought to be 1 of the higheſt be- 
grees of all pious Affections: of which ſome in their own Na- 
ture are milder, and gentler; ſome ſharper, and more vehe- 
ment. It ſhould be made up I ſay, of che largeſt Meaſures of 
ſpiritual Love, Deſire, Hope, Hatred, Grief Iadignation, 
and the like: ſome of theſe Affections carne! fly fixing our 
Minds on God and Religion; the chers forcibly averting 
from us thoſe things, which are Aiptek to God, and c= 


nay to Religion. 


Now then, chat Tele, which has the greater mixture of | 
the more gentle, more benign, more charitable Affections, 
i ol lie to Toe: _ chat wherein the other more 


85 C12): 
harſh, ſowre, and angry paſſions have the greater Share, and 
are predominant, that is in moſt danger to be immoderate, 
and exceſſive: that, in which this latter kind does exclude the 
former, that is undoubtedly unlawful, and wicked. 

This ſeems tv be moſt agreeable to the great primitive pur- 
poſe of true Chriſtianity; and it may perhaps be more clear- 
ly exemplified in an Inſtance. Our love of God, his Truths, 
his honour ; our unquenchable deſires to promote, our well- 
grounded hopes to enjoy his Glory; theſe Affections ſhould 
certainly rake the firſt, and the chief place in our Zele: theſe 
can never be too much in earneſt: they can never carry out our 
bearts beyond due meaſure. Our hatred of thoſe ways which 
God | hates, our Grief for, and Indignation againſt thoſe 
things, that diſpleaſe, and diſhonour him; theſe ſhould have 
their Turn too in our Minds: theſe alfo are very acceptable to 


God Himſelf. But then there ought to be a much ſtricter 


Guard kept on this fort of paſſions; that they do not exeeed 
due Bounds ; that they do not precipitate us into Voilence, or 


ſtrife, or Malice; which are condemn'd by St. James under 
the title of meg N- Jam. 3. 14. that is, bitter En- 


vying in our Tranſlation zand this kind is reckon'd by St. 


Paul, as one of the molt carnal Sins: for amongſt the works of 
the Fleſh, which he ſays are manifeft, he names Mur ders, 


Drunkeneſs, Witchcrafts, Hatred, Variance, Strife, Emulati- 
ous, Wrath, Seditions, Hereſies: Gal.5. 19. 20, 21. Where 
that word, which we tranſlate Emmwlations, is in the Original 


So. 1 | ©” | 
Thus whatever all pretended Zelots may tthink of the 


ſublime Purity, and Spirituality of all Zele; we find ſome 
Zele may be in the Company of the groſſeſt, and moſt ſenſual 


Sins; and, you ſee, from Saint Paul it deſerves the 


And ſo in Clem. name of Emulations, from Saint James the 
I ad 8 name of Envy; of which although Ariſtotle 

R me 113. 4 „ allows that ſome Emulation may be good, and 
11 


may be found in ſome good Men; yer Envy 

1 he utterly condemns as wicked in its ſelf, and 

only to be found in wicked Minds. And ſuch was that 
vy, Which moyed the high Prieſts, and Sadduces. to _ 


„ee .AXx - = ee 5-H 4 


; „„ ey . 
nd ce very firſt Perſecution againſt the Church. When they 


* and excellent Abilities, and Divine Authority of the Apoſtles 


tis ſaid & CHAS and immediately they laid their hands 


on them, and caſt them into Prifon, Acts 5, 17, 18. They 
were fill'd with Zele, or as we read it, with Indignation, or 


and Hereſies. 

their Love of God, and Deſire to pleaſe Him, men can never 
too paſſionate, Our Love of God may and ſhould provoke 
us to love the things of God, yea and the Perſons, that eſpecial- 


ly bear the Image of God; to love, and reverence them, 


may carry us inſenſbly farther than againſt the Sin; which 


we fhould not hate at all. For all Hatred of Perfons, by 


of of Zele are not permitted to all Men always to practiſe: but 
the more Tender, more Chriſtian part of it is alway com- 


by manded to all. All are not always bound to hate, and puniſh 
r che true Enemies of Religion; much lefs any whom they may 
al fancy to be fo: all are always obliged to love its true Friends, 


and to pray for its very Enemies, 


us That is a ſecond Sign of the true Evangelical Zele, and 
© [Note for the detection of it contrary; its hould abound more 
"* in the mild, and good · natured Affections, than in the vehe- 


de ment, and wrathful Paſſions. An Obſervation that is t 
more ſeaſonable to be conſider'd, becauſe it is every where 


d che Religion, which was intended to reconcile Mankind 
Almighty God, whom we had in finitely offended, ſhould 


mongſt themſelves, between whom there can be no fuch 


more 


Enny ; the uſual Cauſe, and Original of all SeQs. and Schiſms, - 
But of that only in paſſing; It is then moſt true, "that io 1 


be too affectionate: It is as true, though it may at firſt ſeem a 
Paradox, that in their Hatred of Sin, men may be ſometimes 


a8 
much as we can, the more the better. But our Hatred of Sin 
we ſhould hate altogether ; it may involve the Perſon; which 


very many Chriſtian Principles, we are moſt ſolemnly, in- 
diſpenſably forbid. Sa that the more eager, and ſharp Acts 


% very notorious, and indeed a deplorable thing in it ſelf; tnt . 


Vir 


J [univerſally bave the like Effect in reconciling Mankind a- 
5 Offences: that in Religion men ſhould be generally much 


beheld themſelves ſo much over-match'd by the glorious Works; | 


or ſoon reconciled. Give me leave to add, ſo ſhould the true 


mm ſcarce any thing can be more pernicious to Religion, than I, 


C14) 7 
more given to that part, which inclines them to Hatred, Anger] 
and Cenſure of Evil things, than to that, which prefers 
Brotherly Love, Candor, Good-will, and Kindneſs for Good 
things. Do not too many beleive no Religion to be Pure, 
but what is intemperately Rigid ? No Zele to be Spiritual 
but what is Cenſorious, or Vindicative ? wereas no Religion 

s true, that is not Peaceable, as well as Pure: no Zele is Spiri. 
tual, that is not alſo Charitable, nay cheifly ſo. 
The true Zele ſhould be in Religion, what true Courage 

i in human Nature. None but Minds truly pious are capable 
of the one: none but Minds truly great are capable of the 
other: and they bath alike diſpoſe, and qualike the Hearts, 
which they inhabit. You well know, that to be the tiueſt 
Courage, which is not only firm, brave, undaunted, bur 
- alſo calm, inoffenſive, {low to Anger, hard to be provoked, 


Zele be; not only conſtant, daring, fearleſs; but meek, com- 
paſſionate, long; ſuffering, eaſie to be intreated. All other 
Courage, beſides that, is not true Valour but Brutiſhneſs; 
all vther Zele, beſides this, is not a Chriſtian Grace, but 
Religious Madneſs, -- . 
Having thus declared, what is to be the Compoſition off, 
Tele in the Head, and the Heart; of what Kind of Kaow- iſ * 
ledge, of what Sort of Affections it ought to conſiſt: I come h 
in thelaſt place to declare, whar it is the true Object of. For ef 
that we need go no farther than to the words of my Text. 1c * 
1 good to be xelous in a good thing. | 481 
In a Good it bing. l cannot but obſerve Firſt, that it is here 
only ſaid 4 good Thing. No mention is made of Tele for B. 
Good perſons, For though a Zele for perſons is law ful, nay 
commendable: as Saint Paul here commends theſe Galatiens, ry 
that They would have given him their very Eyes: Gal, 4 15. 
Vet in general a Lele, for perſons, is far leſs Religious, far g: 
more eaſie to be perverted, than a Zele for things. Indeed 


when its Intereſt is made a Buſineſs rather of Names than things. 
May we not impute to this one Miſtake, a great part of all I ſu 
the moſt dangerous Animoſities, and Schiſms, that W 


Fs 
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| 5) | * 
Ieſted rhe Chriſtian Church? Have they not moſt frepuently. - _ 
riſen from a Factions Admiration of ſome particular Man, ſome 
- particular Church, ſome Head of a party, ſome Author of a. 
new Opinion? 1 3 „ 
e A Corruption that began very early, even in the Primitive 
Age. Does not Saint Paul reprehend his Contemporaries, 
for ſaying, not only I am of Chriſt; but I am of Paul, I ans 
of Apollos, I am of Cephas? Though he himſelf was nam'd 
one of the Parties, yet the rather, the more warmly ne con- 
Jo demns their Partiality : the more he under values himſelf, and 
his excellent Brethren, whoſe Names were abuſed in the like 
manner with his, who, ſays he, is Paul? who Apollos? Who? 
They were ſome of the greateſt and moſt eminent Miniſters 
„ref Jeſus Chriſt both in Dignity, and Abilities. And can it 
4 then be thought Zele to contend for any other Names, when 
ir was Envy, and Strife to fer up for Paul, or Apollos, or 
Cephas ? And was not this Danger moſt wiſely foreſeen by the 
Apoſtle? For although neither the ill uſe of Paal, or Apollos 
Name did any conſiderable Hurt, that we know of: Vet the 
pretence of Cepbas Name, and abuſe of his Authority, has 
caus'd the greateſt Rents, and Diviſions, that ever were in the 9 
| ; Chriſtian Church: the Separation of the Eaſtern Church from 
OL the Weſtern, and of the Weſtern within it ſelf. 
That is one Fatel Error, when Men imprudently, and un- 
charitably often, ſeditiouſly and mutinouſl/ ſometimes, em- 
7 ploy their Zele for Perſons. There is another Fault, that is 
1 contrary to this, and full as miſcheivous, but leſs taken notice: - Þ} 
of for a Fault? nay amongſt too many it paſſes for a Sign of a 
good, and Godly, and publick Spirit. That is, when men 
unduly exerciſe their Zele againſt perſons; not only againſt 
ay evil perſons; not olny againſt ſome good perſons; but againſt 


2 fl thoſe, who are the moſt venerable, and ſacred. 


I would willingly ask any man, that has but once read the 
Bible over. whether the whole Tenor of the Divine Law does 
not poſitively require Humility, and Meekneſs to all men; a 
Love for Neigh bours, that is, in the Goſpel, ſenſe, for all 
men too; a due Obſervance of all Degrees of men; a hearty Þ 
ſubmiſſion to Teachers; a conſcientious Subjectian to Gover- 

POETS n * |, | nors? t 


— 


hors? whether all theſe Duties be not often moſt Divinely re: co 
peared, and inculcated thougbout the whole Scripture ? Whe-· m 
ther if a wiſe, and honeſt heathen ſhould impartially ſurvey 
our Religion, he would not preſently conclude, that the main 
Practiſes of it which concern this World, ought cheifly to con · In 

ſiſt in this kind of good Offices? But then I would ask any man 
expirenc'd in the World, whether the greateſt part of all the 
etended Zele, of all ſides, in our Memories, has not too 
much in publick, almoſt continually in private, ſpent, and 
vented it ſelf, either in unchriſtian Cenſure of Neighbours, or 
Detracting from Superiors, or undervaluing of Teachers, or 
Slandering of Governo!s ? Slandering? *T were well if they 
ſtopt there. Slander is an innocent thing, in compariſon of 
thoſe dire attemps, in which'a Rage of Zele has engaged too 
many Zelots againſt their Governors. „„ 
hut can that be a Goſpe! Zele, which at leaſt is the worſt of 
il Manners; in truth is moſt deſtructive to all Human Society ? 
A Zele, which is moſt levelled againſt thoſe very Perſons, of 
whom the Laws of Nature, and Morality, and Policy, as 
well as the Gofpel, have commanded men to think with the 

| greateſt Affection; to ſpeak with the greateſt Reverence; to 
2 for them with moſt dutiful Obedience. nay for whom, if 
for any, the Goſpel has taught them to be moſt zelous. e 

On the whole Matter, it is not at-all good to be zelous a- 
W gainſt any perſons; as they are Such; but only againſt t heir NY ©: 
Crimes: It is better to be zelous for Things, than for Perſons. T 
i Bur then it ſhould be only for good things. A Rule, that g 
does certainly exclude all manner of Zele for ill things; all t 
vehement Zele for little things. The one can only be the - 
Zele of a wicked Mind: The other only of a light, and vain 
Mind. Indeed thoſe things, in our ſelves, are the only 
proper Objects of our Zele, which, in others, are the un- I 
queſtioeable Subjects of our Praiſes: Phil. 4. 8. and that De 
neither ill things, nor little things can be: the one meriting or 
our Hatred ; the ot her a low Eſteem, if not our Contempt. 
Of ill things there is no manner of queſtion. But to deter- D. 
mine, what are little things in Religion, great warineſs is to be 
ufed, Many think nothing to be truly great in it, but what 

; | | - mY con 


Q.9Q 


45 ta 


SZS 8 CYVTQELOq 


concerns Chtiſtian Faith: Chriſtian Works they reſpect not ſo 
gard not at all. But we are to go by another Meaſure. Un- 


I neither in particular, nor in general, eanduce to the Ady ance- 


all cbeſe-Ends, they are abſolutely the greatelt things 
perhaps not equally all even theſe are, by no meaps: to be . 


counted little thing 1 A berg ho b 20 


or place may ſeem of no great Cogcemment if, Cbrifſian 
HDoctriae: But it is of great Concernment in Chriſtian Peæyoti⸗ 
on, and Diſcipline, - Thus any one particulat Decente, in 


cence. in general is a great thing; and 
ſome, particulars, or other; or it is n 


thing, before it is Commanded: yet it cannot be ſo after: 


from a tr b. n 
deſtroys; all poſſibility of Communion. 


LI zero i310 boo 


Jof Order, of Communion are all, ib heir {fever Ranket, 
Things of great Moment 2 taey are tod Thing and ſo al 
of them may be, in their proportion the: proper Objects of 


there being a Gradual Goodneſs, there may be alſo different 
Degrees of Zele g ws? e 


at f SET tb DAS 2204530 8 3X, | 
The Firſt, and Principal ſhare belongs to the good -Drachs 


8 of. neceſſary Kaowledg 4, or that immediatelj, conduce to 


. Ipractiſe: then: to the indiſpenſable Rules of practiſe, and 
. Diſcipline ; theg to the good things of Order and Decence. 
The Diſtinction between all theſe, and the Reaſon of it is 

he Diſtinction wa d e Nee . 


n. * 


len 


ment of Truth, or Holineſs, or Peace, ot Ocdet, in the 
Chriſtian Church. Whateyer things do:really contribute ta 


gion. Whatever do promote any of ons theſe Ene though 


Thus the uſe o ſome diſlinct babit, dor Heſture, ar: Time, 


Divine Service, may ſeem to ſome no great things but Des. 
malt be egercig dis 

thing but an cmpiy | 

Name. Thus any one Cetemony may be eſteemed alſmall 


wards.” For Obedience is a great thing I he / Neglect bf 1 
i Ceremony introduces great Diſorder; and for men d ha 
| ve Church, on che diſbke of, a few; Cerempnies only, 


an honeſt Zele., Still l ſay in their proportion: Fogas nothing 
but goodgeſs can make Zele to be profitable, nothing but good} 
nels.can make it not to be danerouz: ſo in all things of Religion, 


manifeſt. 
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manifeſt. ene eons 
_ is40(be'examin'd not )bythehnſelves, ot by their n 
bot bnly by the 'Goodnels ofthe Works, Which attend 
Belief, und pet fenmance; Mlle tens all neceſſary Muth, — 
good Works ate uhalterably, cterhally good in wetiſelves. 
| Ot: god Wörcks out Apoſtle tells ws, that it was . how 
af our Saviour giving Himfelf' for us, t hat 3 
| fronilall Imiquity und redeem us to {BID If a peon he 
id atelons Prbple too: Telous of whar? not a of ſome 
Ta fry; oon Doctrine, ſome good\Atticte@FFaith, 
dut Zelaas of good Works, Tit. 2. 114. 
OF Abr the ute Cheifly Wo fort that deferve to 
be ibe Objects of Erle. Eicker ſueh us are common to all, 
Chriſtane g und og ht to be perform id by all, in the geber 
| Cooſents Cbriſtian Life; by che general obligaten uf our 
Cbriſtian profeſſiom: or Ne fray. e "vi6t cotntnon to af}, 
but propes to ſome perſons, - and Calling, and 1Condiiiens of 
men : as are tüte peevliar Duticsof Princes, Magiſttates, Judge, 
Miniſters," und the like ; ee T0? their ſeveral Seaiti 
in inis Wer. %% „5 20 e py 
Hefe then will be found the en Biker: This is the 
Vierer Teuchſtone of ele. Certainty all men trahy Ackeus, 
ul moſt dduſtriouffy ended vbr to 'petform the n kind of 
| good Works always; thoſe, E meap, that ate '4rioumblear on 
l Chriſtikis, Wadde will 15 plouſly apply meme ts to 
theſeeond Kind of ofipood Werke; Honny of them come 0 be 
their own juſt Duii $%utnot? Elle They will Awaynſttzye 
zac. devour; juſt; bountiful, nereifu” Chriftiane=! bur 
They 'willriever tank ic Tce a part of Religion, to roſy into 
-rheOfticevf Prinvez;/ of Ma glſtrates, or Judges, or Miniſtets, 
or tb udertake ary bf chem "ny" they will ine it tel? Bu- 
ry tel ſorbear them g unlelz they bs their own law ful Offices; 
lawful by the Laws of God, and Man. 
© Whereas Irregulat Zele is, in nothing, more Irvep Reiben 
in this. Does it not too commonly burry private Menz ber 
vod their 6wn' Buſineſs, and Callings, and make chend an 
ſtaſonably, unjukly tolinvade ine Bußleßs, und Callings of 
other men 2 In 3 Quiet atid/t0 n 
. neſe, 
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ies Gos fs, in RT” n eee theirown | 
he; Linde, ia Subdung thaw own Luſtei how: few Telos 0 l | 
ei Parties employ their Lede? how hot; How: Forward, how 
RR 
46s; ing algud tar the Puniſhment of Naio dnels2. how 
much di Zrlecommede — and without doors? 
, how Hie as home, aud -wichin Þ bow many dbeb n urge, fd H- 
le 2 to do juſtſee on ſome Sins, chan to Ever # $a 
ed bow ns rathet to be Cee tn Pra -r3.of Religion? 
kiad of Pragmatical Tele, when prwate men ufurp 
aa Autharity that belongs not to them; in Shew of puniſſiin | 
to] Sinners, and Aſſertiag the Cauſe ofthe Church, and Vit 
ting the Glory of God: there wa; a terrible Toftance amoq 
the Jews :. fo terrible, "That af fter it, (one might well have ho- 
ped, there would have bia no more like ir. Tnough it be 1 
very commonly kaown, yet I cannot put mention it; at this - 
timo eſpecially; becauſe it did equal, H not "exceed, all te 
Modern Tranſports of enraged Zele: y deed. it ſeems bk * 3 
big. the fatal Original of chem ll. 85 
For on a pretence of Imitating — aorta Caſts ; 
in the Old Teſtament; when ſome men were fometimes im- 
mediately Commiſſioned from God, or fro! ? Maſes, | to do. extra- 
ordinary Actions of Zele; there roſe amongſt the Jews a Set, 
chat called themſelvet 7 low: a Secþ moſt Cruel, and Bloody: 
to be impower d, by a fecrer impulſe from above, 
to he the extraordinary Inſtruments of Gods Judgements z for 
the e of which, God Himſelf ha then other⸗- 
wiſe provided, in an ardinary Courſe: But under that Dif. 
guiſe, they committed ail manner of Riors, and Rapines, and 
Murders: By their mad Defence of their own Temple, the 
deſtroyed it 1 by their [nteſtine Confuſions, and Divifians, 3 
they contrsbuted, alioſt as much as their Egemies Arms, to 
the Eall wing of their Country: and it is apparent that nexe © Þ 
to the Diyine Vengeance on that People, for the Death of 
our Saviour, the Zele of that Set was one of the principal : 
Cauſes of the Ruine of their City, and Nation, | 
From which Dreadful Example, what are we in ſtructed I | 
DA that the Zele af private Men has no manner of Al- 
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the ordinar/ Duties of Chriſtianity; or to divert any of them out of their 
uſual Channel; that no Holy Paſlign,s ub Illumination, ng Inſpiration 
enn now be a. ſufficient Commiſſion to warrant choſe Attempts, which 
| "conrtadie& rhe comman Roles of Peace, Juſtice, Obedience, and Charity ; 
chat nothing can ever aüthrine ſuch Arcemprs, but only a Divine, Im- 
© mediate,  Miraculons call from Heaven, and that confirm*d' by Miraculous 
Works too; which, i is a great queſtion; whether there be any ſuch at all 
in thele Ages of the World,; or rather, I think, no. queſtion, but that 
there is none ſuch at all that the Executive Part of Zele belongs only 
to pudlick Juſtice, not to any private men; whatever Shew they ma 
mãle of a ſtricter Communion with God, or à more Diſtinguiſning, and 
Separating way of Holineſs: which, the more remarkably Diſtinguiſhing, 
and Separating it is, the more we always ought to ſuſpect that it is 
Hypocritical: In ſhort, that although God does ſometimes make uſe of 
"Furious Zele, as ole of his greateſt Scourges on a Sinful People; yer, 
to our Comfort, at laſt it always ends in rhe Deſtruction of the Zelots 
tdemſelves. Sometimes whole Nations may pariſh by the Zele of a fer: 
ſometimes the Nation. may eſcape; but the Zelots never. 
I treat your. Patiever, whilſt I mention another Example, recorded 
in the Scripture, of another manner of Zele, perform d by our Saviour 
Himſelf : when, with irreſiſtible Majeſty, and Authority, he removed 
the Exchange, and drove the Mercat out of the Temple. From which 
excellent patern, what may we learn ? what ſhould any Chriſtian praftiſe 
like it? what not? By gur Saviours doing that Act of Piety, with ſach 
eminent Signs of Love for the Beauty, and Purity of Gods Worſhip; with 
ſuch Divine Indignation againſt thoſe that prophaned it; and with ag 
-Exraiie ſo different from the Mildneſs of his ordinary Behaviour; that his 
Piſciples did upon the very place remember, and apply to Him, that of 
the Pſalms, Pſal. 69. 9. ! wbich was prophecyed of him ſo long before, 
Ide Zele of thy Houſe hat eaten me up: By this certainly we are taught, 
that if cver a Chriſfian Zele may be lawfully tranſported beyond its uſual 
Bounds, ic ſhould be for the Purifying of the Houſe of God; firſt for the 
Reality, then for the comelineſs of Religion; never for Deltroying it 
b Sacriledge, or Deſiling it by Rudeneſs, or Indecen e. | 
ut of this Practiſe of our Saviour, what ſhould every man not follow? 
Muſt every Chriſtian, of whatever ordinary -Condition, take on him, as 
Chriſt himſelf here did, to vindicate in publick the Glory of God, and 
his Church, when he thinks his Cauſe is neglected, or his Worſhip un- 
Teformed ? I fay hot ſo. Every man is not obliged, no man is, on his 
ov Call, or his own Imagination of a call from God, to have Recourſe 
to open Force, even in the moſt righteous cauſe. The doing ſo makes 
his part in it to be moſt unrighteous: The doing ſo will make him moſt 
unliſte our Saviours Example, and moſt diſobedient to his Precepts, whom 
he niakes-the greateſt Shrw vo imitace, and obey. 2g 
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Hos far then may any __ Chriſtian" goe, to" expreſs' his Lev | 
Affection, for the Reformation of | Gods Worſhip ? This far” withour | 
queſtion, Whatever Oppoſition he can make tb Sacrilege, und Impiety. | 
by his Wiſhes,” his Studicg, his Prayers to God: whatever Diſgrace he fan | 
put on ſuch Sins, in his own Sphere: vhatever Amendment he can make N if 
in thoſe, that commit them, by ſeriots Intreaties, or ſeaſonable Reproo En | 
or juſt Complaints to both cheir Superiors'; but cheiffy, by This oem 

PraQtiſe of a more uniform, ordetly and devout Piety: All this He may, he | 
ſhould perform: and if this were done, as it ought, it would perhaps he's ſuffi» 
cient Tack for the beſt; the moſt Zelous privare Chriſtians in the World, 

But the reſt is intruſted from God, and therefore ought to left by 
Men, by the beſt Men, by the greateſt Saints, to the Lawful, Publick | 
Authoriry in Chureb, and State; In whom tha Zele becomes 4 Soverain 
Virtue, which if unduly practiſed by Private men, were Rathneſs, of 
Preſumption, or worſe, Eſpecially it is a moſt Chriſtan Grace, hen ie 
is ſeaſonably exerciſed by Chriſtian Pritces; Thoſe Powers, that are of "i 
God, for the Benefit of men; and over Men, for the Honour” of God: 
one of whoſe moſt Sacred Obligations, one of their bigheſt-Prerogatives, 
one of their greateſt Praiſes it is to be the Maintainers, and Cheriſhers' of ö; 
2 Regular Devotion, a Reverend Worſhip, a true, a decent Piety ; which, 
when ever it loſes its Decence, will ſoon after loſe irs Reverence, and its 
Truth, But as long as Religion is protected, by the ſupreme Power, in 
its Decence, as well as Truth, fo long it will make an abundant Return for 
the protection it receives; it will be an invincible Support to the Supreme 
Nr o ( 
Thus far we have conſider d one Corruption of Religious Zele, that 
which tranſgreſſes in unbridled. Exceſs : and ſome of the moſt effectual 
Cures, for its Diſtempers, have been propoſed out of the Word of God; q 
which, you perceive, inſtead of a blind Zele, only approves a Zele as 1 
cording to the Knowledge ; inſtead of a bitter, reaches us a charitable 
Zele ; inſtead of a wicked Zele, a Zele'tor good things; inftead of the 
ewiſh Zelots, recommends to us the moſt Gracious Example of the greac 
founder of Chriſtianity. | l „ 

Theſe are _ though I cannot ſay all, nor. the greateſt part, of the 

oft common Diſeaſes, and neceſſary Remedies of Exceſſive Zele. For 
hat, when it gets looſe, and grows intemperate, is wont to violate ſo 

any, almoſt all, not only Spiritual Graces, but even Moral Virtues, aud 
Dictates of Nature; that the Medicines for it, being to be fetch'd from 
o many, not only Spiritual Graces but even Moral Precepts, and Natural 
aus; it is impoſſible to bring them all within the Compaſs of à Sermon. 

I now could moſt heartily wiſh, that I had nothing to ſay on the other {1 
de: that there were not another, extreme of Kele ſtill Jett, behind un- 14 
ouch'd : which offends much in the defect, as the other does in the Exceſs, . 
ut it muſt beconfeſs'd that Irreligion, Indifference, Careleſsneſi in Re- | | 
gion are as much ſhort of true Zele, as unruly Paſſion; and furious Con - 
ent jon in Spiritual things, does exceed the true Bounds of a fober T8. t 
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ac 98 of Behef,. or Pradiſe, wich the moderate; Tru h. or Practiſe; of > 


Sh a Conformable Devazinn, and the well temper d Zele of the trus 


122 5) - 
7 eee re wel 
fly. by, us of, this Age, For ic See e Ang per ienaei ¶ mor 

8 le, Extremes. of Zele ; the, Exceſs, the. Deſect; are wong H be. t 
ber to, mer cotzether in the ame. times. and, places, or icamedigrely; Bea 

doe ancther, and often in the Minds, of the very fame, Meg. 1c 
rye — in Ba ue e do men; ſtrive, to cor reit 


,es, that is, moſt. caref 


77 0 N another Error, as bad, ox worſe, Does nds - 1 
„aud a vag, of neceſſary Sabricty in. ſome men, tog I Br. 

drive others into Rigors, that art unneceſſary? Does not the 

preſent Abhorrence of inordinate Zele, and its Eſſadts, too 

ren jacline. to many, to think the worſe of all Religiog ? 

Wbat thea remains to be mal $criaally wiſh d for, and i Ba 

ink boch theſe 1 


5 of Life, and . not * Enthyfiakm, not by Super- me 
e ſober, ee reaſonable, chat is, by a true Chrithan = 


and 
115 have. flr, and gill = Gon the ſad lofuepce of 2 Fixy, Figrcy bad 
a; on, all ſides of us: Here from an Enthuſiaſtical, Private Spirit; N our 
5 rom a 8 Catholick Spirit; hut Prixate tod. Vet God for: ty 
— 9 — of theſe Diſgraces of Religion ſhould. be alleged as an Ex- | 
culc, or made an Argument, of carrying any, man too far on tha contrary, Nef, 
to profeſſed Irreligion. We have heard, and known the Name of Holy; an 
nels. abuſed to the moſt Deſtrudtive Deligns : yet God forbid, that the it, 
qhing it {JF could be therefore deſtroy d, on 4 Fretence of its own Vindie 50 
_ mp We, of all Nations under Heaven, have juſt Reaſun to abhor i - 
fly-i pired Principles of Godlyneſs : But God forbid we ſhould ops if fitt 
8 with ungodly, Atheiſtical Practiſes; which will in truth 52: not 
+ ſtrengthen the other, and give them more Authority. Our Church, cle 
and S ate have bin often vell nigh oppreſo d by the violent Eff. Cs of a ve: 
Deluding Spirit, and Religious Hypocriſy. And ho is that to be pre : tov 
vented for the future? Certainly not by open Impiety: in which there Ho 
. no Diſgaiſe, no Hypocriſy; though perhaps twere better, and more I per 
>, Il there were. 1 1 and all other ſuch Spiritual Deluſiom 
Are beſt, are only to be reformed by the Genuine Fruits of @ ſincere Re- 


iſtian Spirit. 
l of mn AQtons, Conſcience and Zcle are the 
© molt, Powerful... Even the falſe Zele is a ſtronger Principle of Adtisg, 
and Suffering, than any other, but the true: unqueſtionably the true 7,cle 
jsthe trong:| of allocher, far beyond all Bodily Strength, ar Nazi 
Courage, or Exactaeſa of Diſcipline, or. even Honour it (elf. 
herefore, ſceing we are to conrcad againlt the Violence of falls Zele; 
and the Obltinacy of ſeduced Conſcience in ſo mmy foveral nes : mal 
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we Forniſh/our ſelves with that Defense what! Aff tener Winch Guy is 
more powerful than choſe uro. Wi | 


be-molt firmly nized rowards!the Govgromedt,; wich true ;Ze 


Hearts be moſt ardently inflam'd to our Religion, Ler 5s truly 
zelous towards God, and pe al fog eue ee Tus | 
For true Zele in Religion is of al Mig bet meam SFUdivn : It 1 
erat things:the möſt irreſiſtibleckuemy, de fuse ſtrgsiend. „ 41g 
Too ths hrockivent el dere e eee Nolunſi. daa · 
Rri ,'£ is oon ry. 0 ix . this 8 | , 1 | 
11 true Religion ) { 5 Al Zile Bont be, fo Ares 15 *** 
logg has this been captivated in our Enemies Tents, uf doth Ab 72 | 
long by them has it been ecuntefſeited, by rheJefuits; bythe 6chiſmaciess 


beo long by them have tile Falſe iShews, Aut Images efeit been egen 


far the moſt miſchieygus Ends; for the Confuſfion f Ganſgiences, uf 
Churches, of Kingdoms; for the Subverſiqnaof Religion, ot. Gvernotp of 
Government ; for ends too borrid, to be here, or any where,. particdlarly , 
mentioned. eie aan n oo wo 15 ene 2 2 | 
- (Arlerigeh;/Jer us 8g ih Churtb ; the beChurth in the (CHviRtibal2Worls; 
and it would be the moſt lonrſbing: Church too; if, all rhe Mombers,ofir 
bad'a-7.6fei for it, proportionable to its Gootlndls 4, at-leygiilerupuouienp 
our ſelves to reſcue thigca ptiyated Tele, do reſigte it to us pun julk Libers 
ty ; to its own true, truly chriſtian, truly primitive chriſtian Works, ... . 
From all ſuch' Antithriftian Raprurer-of Zete | fick we ted often hear 
of, in theſ6laſt, and worſt Ages of the Worldz let use bur thooghes, 


* 


2nd hft op our Mindz-2oths Itti mation of the maſt / abtiſtia ũ E ae 


yas of our!Sayiour dimaſelf, ſn of his H pafiler, Rod) Diſciples, dg - . 


2nd therefore the bait es. oo 
W 6 es their Hearts with this Coal Chad he A "> 
bh ghar, 5 


ft kinthled tis Holy Fire bf Zele in their Brtalls; whAt V 
not 2 dark, ſmothering, hot, offenſive,. uneumſortabiuSαuννιꝙον,ðJ pits, 
cleer, propitiovs Flame, What were the Effects of that Flame ? how 
were they Zelous ? how within themſclyes? not only in unmoveable Faith 
towards God; but in Shewing their Faith by their Work, Jam. 2. 18. 
How were they zelous for the Church of God? Not concerning Zele, 
perſecuting the Church ; Phil, 3. 6. not in making little Differences be- 
tween Particular Cburches ; not in Striving for a grouadleſs Dominion of 
one Church over all the reſt; but for the Welfare, and Happineſs of the 
whole Catholick Church of chriſt. How were they zclbus for the Glory 
ct God? not by violence, or Malite,tor Retenge againſt any; not even 
againſt their Oppreſſors: but only by their own . eee, and Prayers, 
#d Patience, and Magnanimity in Suffering. How were they zclous 
in Reſpect to their Temporal Governors? not to reſiſt for Conſcience ſake, 
but rather to be ſub jecꝭ, c. 13. 5. for that very Reaſon; not by open Rebellion, 
not by private Machinations ; but in Bleſſing, and Serving, and Sebmitting - 
to their Emperors, though they were Idolaters; and obeying them, in all 
things, except their Idolatry, | 2 
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; And can any Man. pofbly.doubt, but the ſame meck, hum; 
ble, and peaecable ele is enough for the moſt perfect Chri- 
ſtizor" of this Age; which was ſufficient” for the Primitive 
Chtiſtiant? whom to imitate is our Duty; but for vs to think 
to excell them were the greueſt Preſumption. Can it be ima- 
gin'd, but the ſame zele with which they ſo earneſtly preſt 
the Duty of Obedienceito Princes, who were mortal Enemies 
to the Faich; the fame,” we ought to ſhew for the Faith it 
.felf: and the tru "Defenders of it? Can it be reaſonably 
queſtion'd, but 1 ſame way, which they took ta begin the 
Goſpel, and to found the Church of Chriſt; ia ſtill the beſt 
way to continue it, where it is begun, and to make it flou- 

iſh, where it is eſtabliſhed e e e ee 

So therefore are we to temper, ſo to employ our zele Tl 

they did theits: to temper it, I can never repeat this too. of- 

ten, to temper it, with Innocence, and Benignity, and Cha- 
mityz to employ it againſt Sin, and Diſobedience, and Schiſm; 

mn unſeigned Piety towards God, in Unſhaken 8 to hie 

| Vice-gerent, in hearty Obedience to bis Church. 

„ Maſt farely thoſe are good things, the beſt chings.in this 

| | World, and — Whei efore it is good: for us to be al- 

: wayt'telouſly affected towards them. And if we be ſo, we 

need not 4 but God Almighty . will fill preſerve thety, 
| and Profper, us in their en which ol his ink 
dite Mercies grant. - eu Bas 4208 pang c b 201 
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